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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION 
Sixty-eighth Report — “Explanatory Report in Relation to the Firearms Amendment Regulations 2013” — 

Tabling 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.10 am]: I am directed to present the sixty-eighth report of 
the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation in relation to the Firearms Amendment Regulations 
2013. 
[See paper 935.] 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: In tabling the sixty-eighth report of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated 
Legislation, I advise that the amendment regulations increase fees for a range of firearm licences for the 2013–14 
financial year in order to achieve full cost recovery. Western Australia Police, as part of the explanatory 
memorandum to the amendment regulations, provided a unit cost table for the fees. That table reveals that 
WA Police has a costing methodology in place and all the fees are at 100 per cent recovery. In such cases, the 
committee’s sessional resolution 23 applies. It states — 

If an agency has a costing methodology and the amended fee is under recovering or at cost recovery, 
then accept the increase.  

On the basis of that resolution, the committee concluded that the amendment regulations are within power of the 
Firearms Act 1973. However, as the committee received many unsolicited submissions regarding the fee 
increases, it considered the quantum of the fees further by holding a public hearing.  

The committee resolved to advise the house of four controversial matters arising from the hearing and those 
submissions. The matters are: first, the processing of applications for firearms licences; second, the opportunity 
for error in such processing; third, the noting fee for additional firearms on certain existing licences; and, fourth, 
the costs of licences in other jurisdictions.  

Sixty-ninth Report — “Report Seeking Clarification of the Application of Standing Orders to the  
Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation” — Tabling and Adoption 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.11 am]: I am directed to present the sixty-ninth report of 
the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, which is seeking clarification of the application of 
standing orders to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation 

There are different standards for appointment as a participating member on the committee in both chambers. A 
Legislative Assembly member must be appointed by the Assembly, whereas a Legislative Council member may 
be appointed by leave of the joint committee. The joint committee is of the view that there is a lack of equity 
between Council and Assembly members in the rules for appointment as a participating member on the joint 
committee. Two issues arise: firstly, it is completely unclear which standing orders apply to the joint committee; 
and, secondly, regardless of which standing orders apply, they have different application between members of 
both houses. This lack of equity between members of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly 
suggests a contradiction of the principle of equality between members of joint committees.  

The committee recommends that the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly clarify which standing 
orders are to apply to the joint committee. Further, the houses should clarify how such standing orders are to be 
applied to ensure equitable treatment of members from both houses. I move — 

That the report do lie upon the table and be adopted and agreed to. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Phil Edman. 
[See paper 936.] 
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